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Rhythmic Beat Error Detection will help you to; 

• More accurately identify strum patterns so that you can hear your own rhythmic errors 

when practice guitar, this helps you improve your practice to play rhythms on guitar tight 

and in time 

• Be able to spot inaccurate tabs or sheet music that have mistakes in them so that you can 

work out what you need to figure out by ear 

• Associate sounds that you hear with the rhythms that you see on paper so that new music is 

easier to learn 

The unique benefit to practicing beat error detection is building confidence in your own ability to 

hear rhythms correctly, play rhythms with self-awareness as well as improving your ability to read 

and comprehend rhythmic notation. 

In the audio examples provided you will develop this skill by using the process shown in the table 

below. If you are brand new to writing rhythmic notation, you may write your answer as a 

number. For example, if you can hear that beat 3 has a different rhythm than what is written you 

can write the number 3 for your answer. 

 

 

For this exercise refer to the provided pdf, the exercise is not about writing the correct rhythm, it 

is about correcting somebody else’s incorrect rhythms. 

 

↑↑ DO NOT WRITE YOUR ANSWERS ON THIS PAGE ↑↑ 

 

 

 

 

You will hear 
four counts of 
a metronome 
to establish 

the beat 

You will hear 
a rhythm you 
need to figure 

out, this is 
deliberately 

different from 
the rhythm 
written on 
your page  

You write 
down on the 

pdf work page 
the rhythm 

that you hear 

You will hear 
the rhythm 
example for 
the second 

time 

(Optional) 
Correct any 

mistakes you 
think you may 

have made 

 After you 
have done 
this for all 
examples 
check the 

answer page 
provided 


